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OUR WORK. 


Besides the subjects of instruction which have come under notice in the 
above the time table makes provision for the study of the theory and history, 
1 well as for the practice of education, of vocal and instrumental music, 
the former on the Tonic Sol-fa system, of mathematics, of Latin, of out-of- 
door nature work, and of French grammar, literature and history; the 
students of each year being grouped for this last in accordance with their 
actual attainments. So full and extensive a time table may well excite 
wonder and almost incredulity, but the possibility of carrying it out 
effectively, and that without injury to the health of the students, is due partly 
of course to careful arrangement ; in great part to the spirit of loyalty and 
affection which attaches all the inmates to the gentle sway of the Principal, 
and which renders labour easily endured. One other cause, however, 
ought to be noted, especially as it is a distinguishing feature of the system 
of the House, viz., the avoidance of that waste of time and energy in 
continual writing in exercise books which too often mars the work of 
modern educational institutions. By the system adopted here, however, 
economy of the students’ time is secured, and they are directed towards 
the habit of economising the time of those who shall hereafter be under 
their instruction. Without such system, the very full scheme of work of 
the Ambleside House would be impossible to carry through On the other 
hand also, in view of the importance of opening out to our children as full 
a life as possible, and of making as great use as possible of the ever- 
multiplying fresh avenues of interest, scarcely anything seems to be of 
greater importance for our future teachers than the inculcation of the most 
economical use of time. 

To witness how many tasks are endured here, without being felt as task 
work, has been a great gratification to myself ; a still greater satisfaction 
is afforded by the thought that the healthy mental habitudes fostered here 
will be carried into many a home, and will brighten and expand many a 

y° un ? iife - C. H. Parkz, 

Vicar of Mentmore ; 

Formerly one of H.M. Chief Inspectors of Schools. 


Report on the Nature Note Rooks for 1903. 

I have practically read through the whole of the fourteen note books 
sent; and I have found the same difficulty as last year in making two 
classes out of the students. These classes I am pleased to call, the 
\ ery Good, and the “Good.” There is nothing lower than this. The 
second class indeed differs from the first, chiefly in respect of quantity of 
matter, though one or two students betray a little hurry in making notes, 
leading at times to illegible writing and careless spelling. 

Speaking generally, there is, however, the same delightful enthusiasm 
and spontaneity, the same right spirit as before. The brush drawings are 
as good as ever ; and not only artistic, but often drawn with wonderful 
fidelity to nature. I was particularly struck with the excellent account of 
the way in which the August holidays were spent by many students. 1 he 
influence of the Ambleside teaching was apparent in the wonderful zest 
given to the holiday rambles both at home and abroad. It is to the highest 
credit of the teachers that they have been able to inspire their pupils with 
such fine enthusiasm. 


BOOKS. 
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1 he class list is appended below. Those students marked with an 
asterisk were specially commended by Mr. Tuckwell for iheir care of 
their gardens. 

r * T - ASS 1 Class II. 


Class 1. 

E. M. Brookes 
M. E Willis 
B. Goode 
W. Tibbits 

H. E. Wix* 

D. Brownell 
A. M. Cox 

I. White. 
January \$th } 1904. 


Q. Wilson* 

M. J. Wooler 

R. Hollins* 

A. G. Roffe* 

D. L. Thomson 
M Mart 


Alfred Thornley. 


Botanical Garden Report. 

DEAR Miss Mason, — I must congratulate you on the advance of the 
garden and the zeal of the students as shown in the lists you have sent me. 
I should like to compliment the Misses Hollis, Wilson, Nix and Roffe on 
the good work which they have done in adding to their beds. I observe 
that the orders Leguminosae, Composita;, Rosaceae, Umbelhferae, call for 
similar zeal, and that, in a district like yours, more ferns might, perhaps, 
have been annexed The two difficult orders, Juncaceae and Cyperaceae 
require special attention. It might be worth while to attach to them 
two most zealous and observant students you have. 

Always faithfully yours, 

„ ~ , W. Tuckwell. 

Waltham Rectory, Grimsby, 

December 26th, 1903. 


PM.E.U. Literary Society - Subject for February: A Selection of 

Poems, by Arthur Clough. February: From LtlMicin 

P.N.E.U. Translation Society.— Subject tor reDruary 

Ma/gre Lui (Moliere;. A(JNES RooPER , Hon. Sec., 

Pen Sehvood, Gervis Road, Bournemouth. 

From whom all particulars may be obtained. 


books. 

, 1- o ict nfstt Messrs. George Newnes, 

Velasquez (Newnes Art library, I peop i e who care for 

Ltd., have conferred another p of us who saw the 

pictures and cannot affoid g a ud were disappointed that 

Velasquez Show in London a few years ^ espeda , ly glad t0 have 
they could not take away P c ’ io ^ s _ g00 d photographs on a broad 
this volume with its 64 illustr . f t i, e great master m a 

page, shewing most of th e best ^ u of th at most gallant little 

"or « power, .0 criticise ft. F«— 
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2^9 BUUJVo. 

here, but it is necessary to study Velasquez and some half-dozen other 
masters in order to gain a standard of cornpai ison, without which one's 
notions of pictures are hardly worth while. 1 he short introduction by 
Mr. Baldry covers a good deal of ground. 

Bell’s Miniature Series of Musicians (1/- each net). We have already 
noticed a capital little series of painters published by Messrs. Bell. 
Now we are indebted to them for a series of musicians prepared very 
much on the same lines, and with equal ability and discrimination. 
Thus, in the Gounod , by Henry Tolhurst, we have chapters treating of 
the life of Gounod, his works, his character, an analysis of 7'/, e 
Redemption, a list of his works and a list of some books about .Gounod, 
together with some eight illustrations — that is, we have a very satisfying 
introduction to the master. 

Mozart , by Ebenezer Prout, Mus. D., is treated in very much the same 
way. We have a chapter on Mozart as a child, and an appreciation of 
his art. Again, after having read Mr. Prout’s valuable and important 
little monograph, we shall have arrived at some intimacy with the great 


composer. 

The little volume on Beethoven , by J. T. Shedlock, is also very 
illuminating, especially the chapter on the characteristics of his art 
work, which we commend to all young music students. The illustrations 
in this volume are particularly charming. 

We are glad to see Sullivan, by H. Saxe Wyndham, included in this 
important little series. We have an idea that the next generation will 
take this master more seriously than do we of his own day. 

Edwy the Fair, and A l fear the Dane, by A. D. Crake (Longman, 2/- net 
each). We are exceedingly grateful to Mr. Crake for his effort to make 
the dead past live before us. These are historical tales— with a 
difference. In a general way we have the history subordinated to the 
tale, introduced somewhat awkwardly, and the powder is somewhat 
inexti icably mixed with the jam; but Mr, Crake’s effort is so to realise 
ns personages and their times that the history in his hands becomes 

e stoiy n Edwy the Fair, whose own character is most carefully 
eat wit , lie writer makes a brave vindication of Dunstan. His 
ympat les are evidently ecclesiastical, but perhaps not unduly so. 
of F ^ econa \ a e /r ^ ie ser * es * s concerned with the tragedy of the reign 
Streorn e i Unready ’ and With that Judas of those dark ages, Edric 
bov who h axon and Lane will be something more than names to the 
of the • i,q S '"I 1 iese volumes. The sincerity and strong convictions 
which haq '\L * le Sim u pUcity of his treatment, the passion for history 
bv the bovc ( i° nuic 1 care ful research, will all make themselves felt 
the third "Chr d g i 1F S r f ^ Wh ° in he has worked - We look forward to 
conquest ° IHC 6 ° ‘^' scendune i” which will deal with the Norman 

We^re elld’m IT 7 °""' ° nd Count, y> b V F - H. E. Palmer (Newnes, 3/6). 
and Country fo 3Cr ° SS a new volume of this series, Life in Town 
A^hZbLZ always Wel1 d011e - The chapters on The 

on Political and Officio" Life* i *” Hu " gary ' on Town Li f e in Hungary, 
in the stvlo of fh ” Lf ' are Wntten with intimate knowledge and 
kind T his t l hC CaSy r T lteUr wh^h is well adapted to a work of the 
Kmd. 1 his is a senes which everyone should possess. 
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The Handy Touring Atlas of the British Isles bv I G k^iTi 
(Newnes, 1/-). T his is a fascinating little atlas. Thatth Bartholomev7s 
maps are admirable goes without saying. We like his colouring too 
Green, as the basis of these contour maps, is certainly less fatiguing 
to the eye than white would be. A hundred cycling routes are |iven 
with road, rail, river and elevation (shown by contour colouring), with 
amazing clearness and attractiveness. People who know how to get 
their knowledge from reading maps might enjoy many a fireside 
ramble over this charming little touring atlas. 

Messrs. Seeley have done, and done well, a valuable service in 
producing in especially good type, and on good paper and with 
admirable illustrations (from Roman sculptures for example), several 
impoitant works lllustiating ancient history, in pleasing paper covers at 
6 d. a volume. We hope this effort may spread the love of good reading 
among our boys and girls. Josephus, edited by A. J. Church, is 
especially valuable, so too is The Story of the Odyssey and The Story of 
the Iliad (also by Professor Church), with illustrations after Flaxman. 
Stories from Virgil, by the same author, appear in the same “ People’s 
Edition.” And the late Mrs. Marshall’s careful story of the days of 
George Herbert, Under Salisbury Spire, is of inteiest, though it has not 
the same manner of classical foundation. 

The Book of Indoor Games, by J. K. Benson (Pearson, Ltd., 5/-). This 
is a capital book of indoor games. Toys, and how to make them, with 
instructions for a paper frog, a paper bird, how to make a chest of 
drawers with match boxes, and many other things— has our special 
commendation. The games too are very good, and it is satisfactory to 
see that the short list of “ Sunday books” is to be commended. 

Three Hunured Games and Pastimes, by E. V. & E. Lucas (Grant 
Richards, 6/-). To say that a book of games and pastimes is produced 
by Edw'ard Verrall Lucas and Elizabeth Lucas is to pronounce it 
“capital” in advance, and we are very glad to see that the work has 
reached a third edition, and that the Three Hundred Games and Pashmes 
is for the most part a re-issue of What shall we do Now. le ‘‘ 
games for a party and drawing games, guessing games and garden 
names chapters on reading and pets, indeed all that the heait ot a cl 
col d,sh P “n .1,. way of games, frea.ed as .he authors know how .o 

tells Torquil that a co * headg together, when a thousand 

when the nine jurymen p part and the children on 

things happen between the oj ^ P „ the title, and 

the other, we get good nonsense. Only Joy., 

“ enough too ” say we. Rowntree (Allen, 3/6). The pictures 

plovers and .ho ducklings a. .ug-ofwar. 
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" a ,11 the rest are pictures of delight, while in the pages 0 f 
description, which' tell how the animals play the, r games, may be read 
bet ween the lines instructions foi the clnldien. Hits is a charming 

b 7)l Dnv by Edith Farmiloe (Grant Richards, 6/-). The One Day is 
nne dav of Peter, who is just six years old, and you begin from when he 
rets up and open his birthday letters with him, and look over his presents 
with him, and go shopping with him and his mother and his sister 
Olivia and listen to his mummy’s story, and then Peter tells his own story, 
and everything that happens is beautifully pictured in colours. 

The Lost Ball , by Thomas Cobb (Methuen, 2/6). We are not quite sure 
that The Lost Ball is up to the level of the author’s former tales in the 
Blue Story Book Series. The tale is well told, the hero shows some 
resource and some pertinacity, but there is a somewhat careful absence 
of the heroic impulse and of generous emotion. 

Fairy Tales , Far ami Near, by A. T. Quiller Couch (Cassell, 1/3). We 
are glad to see a cheap edition of Mr. Quiller Couch’s Fairy Tales. He 
knows how to tell a fairy tale, and Mr. Miller knows how to illustrate 
the same, and these ten make a charming collection. 

French Lessons on the Gouin Method , by F. Themoin (Hachette, 2/6). 
We think very highly of M. Themoin’s book; he interprets the Gouin 
Method with vitality. The subjects of the series are well chosen, and 
are selected on the principle that there are certain u expressions and 
phrases which everyone should know.” We wish that a writer of so much 
intelligence had adopted the short speech of common life in place of the 
elaborate phrases, which we can all recollect from our Ollendorf, for 
example, but for which we do not find a use in after life. The conver- 
sation with the cochsr is an example of what we mean. Life is not 
long enough for this sort of thing, though no doubt the object is to 
familiarise the student with words and phrases useful in any case. M. 
Themoin adheres with the faithfulness of intelligent exposition to the 
teaching of M. Gouin, and we believe that no other method is so good. 
Here is a counsel from the preface that we heartily endorse, “The pupil 
must never lose sight of the fact that th e grammar is not the language . 
The language is the edifice , the grammar is but the explanation of its 
construction .” We have not seen a better introduction to the study of 
French. 


The Eton Nature- Study Note Book } designed by Wilfred Mark Webb, 
F.L.S. (Spottiswoode & Co., Eton College, 3/6). This is the perfection of 
a Nature Note Book, made of double paper — a blank page of cartridge 
for drawing on the one side and a ruled page for writing on the other. 
I he cover of charming green linen is so arranged that new sheets 
can be added ; in fact we have here a perfect Nature Note Book. 


Erratum.— Page 73, January No., “ Buddist” for “ Buddhist.” 


THE "P.R” LETTER BAG. 

I The Editor is not responsible for the opinions of Correspondents .] 

Dear Editor, — The following few words have been suggested to me 
by the Essay in the November issue of the Parents' Review. In the first 
place, it seems to me that the educational value of Milton for young people, 
except for a scattered few, is a very debateable quantity. 

* * * # * * 

The expediency of admiring Satan so much may be questioned ; he is, 
we know, the very personification of evil, which if not so strong as good, 
is, alas ! very powerful ; but if his strength commands some admiration, 
that ought never to be dwelt upon, especially to the young, without calling 
attention to the profound, boundless pity he must inspire in all who read 
his wonderful soliloquy aright. Here, no doubt, no second interpretation 
is possible ; he makes a splendid apology for free will and looks his past in 
the face ; in short, powerful in thought as in action, he turns the knife in his 
wounds and tells us he might have been everlastingly happy in obedience 
and that there was no inherent necessity for him to sin. That is the 
language we ought to hear in an emasculate age, at a time when many 
exaggerate heredity and eliminate free will. Ihe famous 4 * beneath the 
lowest deep a lower deep,” can only in all its abysmal sadness, be grasped 
by those who having suffered can measure the fearful possib.ht.es of ever 
deeper descent. ” Myself am Hell ” ; it is the canker of character and no 
of adverse circumstance that eats into the happiness of man and angel 
alike and so Satan is, oh ! how deeply to be pitied as the prototype of all 

r^s1en”a Satan a.ticip..ed Kan,, and does no, blink .hi, 

'"Mm rri.d on the B,hle s.oty, 

a, a myth, but all who love that grew. £ ^olji.nc. can 

the English language is, an n brea th when they c <jme to Eve s 

work in a home must read wit former like many of us, can’t 

despair and Adam’s manly resigns » ^ ^ wou]d rather die than face 
brook the bitter consequences o , , n . r v i sta of years. She was, in fact, 

what she sees awaiting her. down induce a more resigned 

•the first apologist of suici , her comp l a int on leaving those 

attitude, but who can help feeling , 1 > ent for t h 0S e flowers that for her 

beautiful surroundings, her P as ^‘” we fee l that, as Adam points out, 

will never bloom elsewhere A ) forsake them, and 

justice will be tempered wt.lt X!'l«aded unspeakably often turns out to 
U know that wh.l ™ *•" £T.w 

have mitigations and that J y 

planting. (<Thy presence all my journey th.ough 

Thou art engaged to grant ; 

What else I want, or think », 

>Tis better still to want. 


